
































































The regular meeting of the Page County Conservation Board was held October 9, 2019 at 

the Board's office beginning at 6:30 p.m. The meeting was called to order by Chair, 

Kathy Jordan. 

 

Board members present included Kathy Jordan, Tom Johnson, Holly Martin and Bill 

Robertson. 

 

Staff present included John Schwab, Terry Broyles and Charly Stevens. 

 
Present as guests were Alan Driskell, Tom Nordhues, Page County Safety Coordinator, 

John VanNostrand and Jim Varley, Assistant County Attorney, 
 

MOTION: A motion was entered by Johnson to approve the agenda for October 9, 

2019 as submitted, seconded by Martin. All in favor and motion carried. 
 

MOTION: A motion was entered by Martin to approve the Minutes of September 10, 

2019, seconded by Robertson. All in favor and motion carried. 
 

CLAIMS: The month end claims of September were reviewed. The mid-month claims 

for October were presented for approval and payment. An explanation of large 

expenditures was given by staff. A claim from a previous month was questioned and it 

was towards the installation of playground equipment. 
 

MOTION: A motion was entered by Martin to approve all claims as submitted, 

seconded by Johnson. All in favor and motion carried. 

 

New Business included safety updates and proposal for park closures for the winter 

season. 

 

Tom Nordhues was present and introduced himself as the new county safety coordinator. 

He toured Pierce Creek to check on signage and labeling, will provide a maintenance 

checklist for monthly playground equipment inspections and overall check for any hazard 

concerns he may come across and help each department bring themselves into 

compliance. 

 

A proposal from the Director to close portions of the parks for the winter season was 

explained in depth. He would like to provide a crossing barrier off Highway 48 to the 

main parking lot past the campground but leave Ave A open to the main parking lot to 

allow access for ice fishing and shutting down portions of the park would slow down 

traffic and protect the roads. Other park areas were discussed for winter closure, close 

both campgrounds at Pierce Creek. Leave the road open at Pioneer so access can be 

allowed to the porta pot and Nodaway Valley Park sees a lot of cross-country skiers and 

hikers, so NVP would remain unaffected. John felt that with the water off and bathrooms 

closed, people didn't need to be in the parks and there would be less maintenance 

concerns. He did concur that Rapp Park was the main concern since the roads there are 

rock versus the paved roads in the other parks. It was decided to table the issue and wait 



until we have severe winter weather and the Director can make that decision on closures 

at that time. 

 
Alan Driskell, frequent camper at Rapp Park, visited with the Board about work that had 

been done at the boat ramp and funding for it. There are concerns about users of the boat 

ramp due to it being so shallow and boaters getting stuck. Mr. Driskell indicated that Mr. 

Stevenson had talked with Trent Tiemeyer on boat ramp repair with an estimate of 

$1,000; Mr. Driskell then talked with Colton Beery and received an estimate of $500.00. 

Colton then went in and worked over the area of the boat ramp to increase the depth since 

that area was so shallow. Mr. Stevenson and Mr. Driskell went ahead and had the work 

done by Mr. Beery and then to figure out how to pay for it and/or recoup the money. 

Rich Wallace and other park maintenance staff just knew it was taken care of and the 

Board wasn't approached about it. 
 

MOTION: Martin entered a motion to pay Colton Beery upon the receipt of an invoice 

for fixing the ramp area, seconded by Johnson. All in favor and motion carried. 

 
The proposed work at Pioneer Park was discussed. Plans are to still drain down the pond 

mid-October by siphon method; due to the topography of the pond, there may be some re­ 

engineering of the siphons. Once the draining has been completed by park staff, then Mr. 

Beery will come back and re-evaluate the proposed work. He tentatively thought his 

portion of the work might be around $2,000. 

 
It was proposed that the public comment portion of the meeting be moved forward.  

 

MOTION: A motion was entered Martin to proceed with the public comment portion 

of the meeting ahead of the closed session; seconded by Johnson. All in favor and 

motion carried. 

 

John VanNostrand, Clarinda Herald Journal, asked why the storm shelter wasn't 

completed. John reviewed when the project bids were approved in the fall of 2018. No 

further comments from the public were heard. 

 

Jim Varley, Asst. County Attorney, explained the procedures and reasons of going into 

closed session according to Chapter 21.5.1.i of the Iowa Code and in this meeting is to 

discuss the performance and or personnel issues pertaining to Charly Stevens. 
 

MOTION: A motion was entered by Martin to go into closed session, seconded by 

Johnson. All in favor and motion carried. 

 
MOTION: A motion to adjourn from open meeting to closed session at 7 p.m. 

 

MOTION: A motion was entered by Martin to adjourn the closed session portion and 

to re-open the public meeting, seconded by Robertson. All in favor and motion carried. 



MOTION: A motion was entered by Martin to have John send a letter to Doug Wright 

requesting him to attend the November meeting, seconded by Robertson.  All in favor and 

motion carried. 
 

MOTION: A motion was entered by Martin to adjourn, seconded by Johnson. All in 

favor and motion carried. The meeting then adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

 
 

APPROVED: 11/12/2019 

 

 
 



A special meeting was held on Wednesday, October 23, 2019 at the board's office at 6 

p.m. The meeting was called to order by Chair, Kathy Jordan. 

 
Board members present included Kathy Jordan, Tom Johnson, Holly Martin and Bill 

Robertson. 

 
Staff present included John Schwab and Charly Stevens. 

 
Present from the public were John VanNostrand and Allan Jordan. 

 

MOTION: A motion was entered by Martin to approve the agenda for October 23, 

2019, seconded by Robertson. All in favor and motion carried. 

 
New Business was the issue of the storm shelter. 

 
John read a text message he received from Doug Wright on Monday, October 21st 

indicating that Mr. Rucker had moved away, and Doug was trying to work on the storm 

shelter. Doug indicated that he did not have the knowledge to work on the roof, the 

additional labor or the finances to complete the storm shelter. John replied to Doug's text 

indicating that he would talk with the Conservation Board and several others about the 

best way to move forward. 

 

John said the walls are up and a door is installed but not a FEMA rated door. The block 

he used for the walls is 8-inch block not 12-inch block. The portion that is done is not 

built to spec size and cannot be safely used as it stands for a storm shelter. John 

suggested tearing it down or utilizing it as a utility shed and any modifications made 

would be cheaper since we're not looking at a concrete roof. Suggestions for alternative 

use is to finish it and use it as an electrical/plumbing structure if bathrooms were to be 

built or finish it and use it as a utility shed. Allan Jordan had measured the structure 

(inside measured 12ft. 9in. x13ft. 6 in.) and (outside 14ft. 8 in. x14ft) and it did not 

conform to the size suggested in the bid letter of 15x15 that was sent out to the 

contractors with ADA guidelines for door width and FEMA storm shelter guidelines.  

 
Johnson asked what has been paid out thus far, the county has paid $11,000 to Doug 

Wright and the Conservation department has paid $1,633 for concrete which was for the 

foundation. 

 

Jordan reviewed the process to date including the installation of water at Rapp Park, and 

the BOS suggested PCCB researching a storm shelter, perhaps the pre-fabricated kind. 

The Board thought about what kind of structure to put up, large enough to consider a 

storm shelter and then adding on in the future for modem bathrooms. Specs were drawn 

up and bid letters were sent out to contractors for a storm shelter. 

 

Recommendations for alternative uses was discussed at length including a pre-fabricated 

storm shelter, (size to be determined by the potential number of people/square footage 

needed) or design a FEMA rated bathroom. Waste removal was discussed as per septic 



holding tanks, which we already have estimates on three sizes of tanks.  It was suggested 

to finish the block work, add height and add a metal roof and pre-stressed concrete was 

discussed by adding to the existing structure to strengthen the walls or having a poured 

concrete walls and roof. 

 
The Board needs to figure out exactly what they need to come up with a set of 

specifications that will be required for bids. The plan is to obtain costs on running a 

sewer line (to eliminate the cost of pumping expense) for a proposed bathroom, develop 

specifications for a bathroom that would also double as storm shelter, to obtain the cost of 

a pre-fabricated shelter and the cost to finish that to include the needed amenities under 

ADA and FEMA guidelines and to obtain bids to finish the utility building. 

 

The Board will be meeting with the BOS to discuss what plans they have arrived at.  
 

MOTION: A motion was entered by Martin to obtain the cost of running a sewer line, 

to obtain the cost of a pre-fab storm shelter, check on the price of pre-made walls for the 

existing building, check on FEMA specifications, and obtain bids to finish the existing 

structure, seconded by Johnson. All in favor and motion carried. 
 

MOTION: A motion was entered by Martin to adjourn, seconded by Robertson. The 

meeting then adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

 

 

APPROVED: 1/12/2019 
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